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Manifesto

One Planet City. A Call from Guimaraes to the World.

| We, the cities, stand on the frontlines of the climate emergency. In our
I neighbourhoods, schools, businesses, and communities, the future of the planet will
be decided. Here lies both our greatest challenge and our greatest opportunity.

We believe that cities can accelerate the global transformation towards

& sustainability, justice, and resilience. We also believe that innovation, creativity,
L § and community are our most powerful resources. By fostering more engaged and
ges informed communities, strengthening the preparedness of teams, and shaping

' £ territories that are better adapted, we build lasting resilience in the face of future
| challenges.

Therefore, we declare:
Education must be the foundation of sustainable societies. Knowledge changes the world.
Science must guide every action. Evidence and open data are our compass.
Just Transition must leave no one behind. Social justice and climate action are inseparable.
Innovation in business, industry, and the broader economy is important for advancing the
green transition, demonstrating that prosperity and sustainability go hand in hand.
Sports and Culture must inspire change. Celebration, creativity, and movement are
catalysts for transformation.

We commit to act locally and inspire globally — each city taking at least one of these
pillars as a measurable commitment. From Guimaraes, European Green Capital
2026, to the world: we invite cities everywhere to join this journey. Together, we

will prove that sustainable futures are built from the ground up, through courage,
innovation, and collaboration. One Planet, One City. Our shared future starts here.
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Introduction

Cities are on the frontlines of the climate emergency. As hubs
of population, innovation, and cultural life, they face unique
challenges but also hold immense potential to drive solutions.
With their creativity, diversity, and proximity to people’s

lives, cities have the power to accelerate the global transition
toward sustainability.

Political will and leadership are essential for advancing sustainable development,
but they must be supported by long-term commitment, coordinated action, and
stable policy environments — conditions achievable only through broad political
consensus. When leaders and political actors across parties and ideologies unite
around the core objectives of sustainability, societies can implement coherent,
long-lasting strategies that extend beyond electoral cycles. Such consensus
strengthens legislation, aligns investment priorities, and reinforces institutional
frameworks grounded in environmental stewardship, social equity, and economic
resilience. It also fosters public trust, stimulates private-sector engagement, and
deepens international cooperation.

Ultimately, the alignment of political will and broad consensus allows
sustainability to transcend short-term agendas, becoming a shared national vision
that delivers inclusive and lasting progress. Inclusive, multi-level governance
is also crucial, building-up institutional capacities and competencies, combined
with policies that encourage behavioural and lifestyle changes — including
demand-side mitigation measures, education for empowerment, community
engagement, social movements, and effective communication. Partnerships
between local governments, academia, the private sector, and communities create
a new ecosystem that fosters innovation, builds trust, and drives collective action,
emphasizing that collaboration across cities, borders, and networks is essential for
sharing knowledge, pooling resources, and inspiring one another.

As governance models become more robust, it becomes equally essential to
provide climate and information services that enable effective action — including
the evaluation of mitigation and adaptation measures, responses to unexpected
climatic events, and assessments of the costs and co-benefits of action versus
inaction — in order to guide meaningful progress toward sustainable development.
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This Declaration, launched in Guimaraes at the opening of its year as
European Green Capital 2026, is an invitation for cities worldwide to commit to
a shared vision of climate neutrality, social justice, and sustainable development,
while offering subscribers the opportunity to share good practices demonstrating
how cities are implementing these principles in practice.

Beyond City Size: Rethinking Urban Transformation

Sustainable development is not determined by city size but by policies
that foster social cohesion, support a just transition, and place people at
the heart of strategies. Guimaraes, a medium-sized city, demonstrates
how active citizenship and business engagement can drive measurable
transformations that serve as testbeds for larger urban areas.

One City, One Climate Strategy

The climate emergency ignores administrative boundaries. Cities
must adopt holistic strategies that integrate urban, peri-urban, and
rural territories, intermunicipal cooperation and coordinated action
across functional urban areas and city networks. Only by acting as
interconnected systems — valuing people, places, and ecosystems
equally — can cities deliver climate neutrality and resilience.

Building Commitment and Consensus

Environmental challenges require not only leadership but also political
and social consensus. Real transformation happens when local
governments, political parties, institutions, and communities share a
common vision for sustainability.

Pride and Belonging

Climate action succeeds when citizens feel part of the journey; identity,
heritage, and a sense of place can mobilise collective responsibility and
enhance quality of life.
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Pillar1

Pillar 2

Pillar 3

Pillar 4

Pillar 5

Five Pillars of Commitment

Education: Learning for Sustainability

We commit to education as the foundation of sustainable
societies — fostering climate literacy and empowering the
next generation.

Science: Knowledge for Action

We commit to science-based governance — integrating
research, open data, and innovation into every step of our
climate strategies.

Just Transition: A Collective Responsibility
We commit to ensuring that climate action goes hand in
hand with social justice, inclusiveness, and equity.

Business for Climate: Engaging the Private Sector
We commit to building a green economy — where
businesses are partners in reducing emissions and
creating sustainable prosperity.

Sports & Culture: Catalysts for Change

We commit to harnessing creativity, movement, and
collective celebration as drivers of awareness and
behaviour change.
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Endorsement

By signing this Declaration, cities commit to act on at least one of the five pillars.
Each signature represents a step toward building a global alliance for climate

neutrality and resilience.

City

Mayor’s signature

Implementation

The Guimarées 26 Mission Unit will create multiple
opportunities to share and promote this Declaration, including
its presentation at the Opening Ceremony of the European
Green Capital Year on 9 January 2026 in Guimaraes, as well

as throughout events integrated into the Guimaraes 2026
European Green Capital programme. Endorsing cities will be
invited to Guimaraes for the European Green Capital 2026
closing ceremony to present their good practices and concrete
local actions aligned with at least one of the Declaration’s
Pillars. These contributions will be compiled at the end of 2026
into a showcase book of good practices, serving as a lasting
source of inspiration and guidance for other cities.
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Note

The signature should be done by the mayor or by the deputy
mayor in charge of Environment or Climate. Once the decision
to commit with Guimarées Declaration is formally made,
cities should send an email to geral@guimaraes26.pt, to
facilitate the signature process. An official signing ceremony
will be organized in January 9 in the framework of the Opening
Ceremony of the European Green Capital 26. Additionally,
over the year, Guimaraes will promote individual signings in
the events under the scope of the European Green Capital 26
program.
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